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Donaldson Fire

FACT SHEET
For Immediate Release:





Donaldson Information – (505) 670-4829
Tuesday, June 30, 2011 10:00 p.m.


           
Team PIOs Jennifer Myslivy or Joel Arnwine

Detected:  June 28th 2011 





Cause:  Lightning



Containment: 10 percent





Location:  6 miles south of Hondo, NM
Fuel Type:  Pinion juniper, brush and grass



Terrain:  Steep and Rugged
Personnel: 326



Smoke from the fire is impacting the communities of Ruidoso, Ruidoso Downs, Capitan, Lincoln, Hondo, Fort Stanton, Picacho, Tinnie, San Patricio, Glencoe and other surrounding areas so please take precautions if you have any health or respiratory issues.

Transition from the Pecos Zone Type 3 Team to John Pierson’s NM Type 2 Incident Management Team will occur tomorrow morning at 6:00 a.m.
Once again, fire activity remained to be extreme throughout the day with the fire pushing northwest through grass and pinion juniper. Around 2 pm this afternoon, the winds picked up due to thunderstorm development to the northwest, increasing fire activity in all divisions. Multiple aerial resources assisted ground resources in holding the fire and keeping it south of HWY 70, east of the Forest Service boundary or FS Road 443, west of the Pichaco Road and north of Pine Tree Canyon.
 A public meeting was held this afternoon at the San Patricio St. Jude Community Center with approximately 50 residents attending. They were briefed on the current fire situation, 24-hour plan and introduced to the incoming Type 2 Incident Management team.
A structure group has been established to work from Alamo Canyon to Coe Canyon to monitor the fire situation, protect structures in the Hondo, San Patricio and Glencoe area and to keep the residences informed.
Today fire crews used both direct and indirect suppression tactics trying to keep the fire from progressing out of the containment area.
Current Size:  72,650 acres
Summary: The fire is actively burning in steep, rocky, inaccessible terrain in private, Lincoln National Forest and Mescalero-Apache Tribal lands south of Hondo, NM. The fire is approximately 10 miles NW of Ruidoso Downs, NM.
Air Resources: 1 Air Attack, 1 Lead Plane, 4 Single Engine Air Tanker (SEAT), 2 heavy Air Tankers and 1Module Aerial Fire Fighting Support (MAFFS) #7 C-130 worked the fire for most of the day with the help from Type 2 and  Type 3 helicopters. 
Fire Behavior: Extreme fire behavior (running) 
Structures Threatened: 80 structures threatened within the Alamo Canyon and the Hondo Valley; 6 outbuildings destroyed and 1 primary residence.
