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Statement received from Gary Shaver:

Ruidoso High School Band Director

Harvey,

In answer to your question, yes, it is true that I will not be the band director at the HS next year.  Mr. Flores will be doing both band and choir at the HS as well as a number of other classes.

The HS was working on next year’s schedule, at the same time; Mrs. Staski and Dr. Harris are working on the budget.  Apparently it was felt that with the cuts that the school will be faced with, that music would be the place to cut from since we are thought to be teacher heavy.  We did not receive any notice in writing that there is a reduction in force (RIF), nor has anyone let me know if there is a plan for either myself or Mr. Lamb, the MS director. 

This is going to affect the program in many ways, one being that the level of performance is going to drop with both HS groups as one person has to split his time in so many directions.  Band as you know takes a lot of time outside of the school day to be truly great at, as does the choir.  Mr. Flores puts his all into his choir and it shows, now that effort will be split, one person can only do so much.  Another aspect is that I am afraid once the school looses the position that it worked hard to get, that it will never see the need to re-add it.  I will admit too that I am troubled that if there was enough forethought to know that there was only going to be one music teacher at the HS, then someone should have given thought, at least for their employees and our family’s sake, what was to be done with our positions.  In this economy and market, it is not going to be simple to find another position in our field.  


Do we just want a group to play in the stands and sing in the choir room or are we supposed to be giving the kids of Ruidoso a music education that they can take with them for the rest of their life?  With the time we’ve been putting in, Ruidoso’s name is on the roster at all-state, and the state band and choir festivals.  We are producing the best of the best, why mess with it?  That’s the question the administration needs to answer I guess.

Gotta go, band begins at 7:30.  Call if you have questions.


Take Care

Gary Shaver

