Date: May 3, 2011
MESCALERO RESERVATION POSTS FIRE DANGER RESTRICTIONS AND CLOSURE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 27, 2011

EXTREME Fire Danger on the Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation

Due to the continuing drought conditions and the high potential for wildland fires, the fire danger rating for the Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation was increased to EXTREME effective April 20, 2011. The increase in fire danger rating automatically initiates the reservation’s Class V Fire Restrictions.

The restrictions are as follows:

Campfires and charcoal grills are prohibited. Gas burning stoves or grills are allowed only within residential areas or developed campgrounds.
Outdoor smoking is prohibited. Smoking is only allowed indoors and in vehicles.
The use of wood burning stoves inside residences is not allowed on Red Flag days.
Chainsaws, off-road vehicles, and other internal or external combustion engines must be equipped with proper spark arrestors.

A Reservation Closure is in effect. Stopping and parking along any roadway is prohibited. Travel on off-highway roads is prohibited except for permanent residents going to and from their place of residence and contractors working on approved projects.

The use of firearms, fireworks and explosives are strictly prohibited.
These extreme precautionary measures are necessary to protect the Reservation from serious damage or destruction due to wildfire.

Recreational opportunities continue to be available on the Reservation. Access is still available to the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort and Casino, Casino Apache Travel Center, Silver Lake Campgrounds, Eagle Creek Campgrounds, and the businesses located along US Highway 70.

For more information on these restrictions please contact the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Mescalero Agency, Branch of Forestry and Wildland Fire Management at 575-464-4419, open Monday through Friday 8am to 6pm and weekends 9am to 6pm.

