From the Desk of “Harvey T.”

EMNRD-FORESTRY DIVISION

White Fire Update
Incident Name:  White  

Start Date & Time:  4/3/2011 1330

Start Location: Gavilan Canyon in Ruidoso

Cause of Fire:  unknown

Area Vegetation: grass

Acres Burned:  2000+
Ownership(s):  Private, State and USFS

Structures Threatened: Ruidoso Downs and along Hwy 70 down to Fox Cave area. 
Structures Burned: at least 5 some are primary structures
Evacuations (Y or N & #): Yes – Ruidoso Gardens, Spaghetti Flats, Homestead Acres and River Ranch. Evacuees are being sent to Gateway Church of Christ and First Baptist Church. 

Situation: Gavilan Canyon has been shut down at Hwy 48. Hwy 70 has been shut down at mm 271. The Forest Service has ordered a Type 2 team to take over the fire 4/4 at 1800. Fire crossed Hwy 70 at River Ranch and is along both sides of Hwy 70.The fire is making a hard push to the east.  Multiple structures are still threatened. Dozer line is being built from the heel of the fire to Forest Service Road 120. A burn out operation has been planned for tomorrow if the weather conditions will allow it. A public meeting was held at the Ruidoso High School at 2100. 
% Contained: 0%

Target Containment: unknown

Temperature: Forecast for tonight 35-40                                               

Relative Humidity: Forecast for tonight 32 - 37%
Wind Speeds:  Forecast for tonight 20-30 gusts to 45 shifting to North 15-25 after midnight
Wind Direction: West
Condition of Fire: running

# of Engines: ~20 

# of Bulldozers:  3

# of hand crews: 1 Type 1, 1 type 2 and 1 IWC crew are on scene 6 Type 1 crews ordered

# of helicopters:

# of air tankers: 

# of water tenders: ~4

Total # of Personnel: ~150
