Why people do vote
by Anne Wilson Twite

Despite government corruption, shameful advertising, and a questionable voting process, many Americans still vote. It’s not that they don’t comprehend the ineffectiveness of the current system, it’s because they are people of action, vision, hope, and optimism. They believe that the system can work if we all keep working at it. 

People who vote are participators. We just watched a movie called The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. At one point, as the unlikely hero is about to enter a situation in which he will most likely be annihilated, his room mate shouts, “Way to go, Dave! You’re participating!” It is that attitude—I may lose, but I’m going to get involved—that drives voters to vote.

People who vote are optimists. They recognize that the system is flawed, but they do not believe it is hopeless, futile, or that their votes are in vain. 
People who vote are fighters. They believe in democracy and are not willing to give it up without a fight. People who vote understand that the system will only get worse if they stick their heads in the sand. Ask yourself this question: What would happen if no one—not a single person—voted? (Hint: Think of a country in which citizens do not get to vote...)

People who vote are leaders. They are not willing to sit back and let others choose for them. People who vote step up to the booth and don’t look back. They are concerned with doing what is right, regardless of current sociological trends. 
People who vote believe that what they think and what they do matter. They view themselves as valuable members of a group that makes things happen. They know that by voting they are contributing to a secure and successful future for all Americans. 


People who vote believe that they can make a difference. They see their votes as influencing their own lives, the lives of their families, and future generations. 

People who vote are patriotic. They believe that voting is both the right and the responsibility of every American. People who vote love America, with all its lumps and bumps. 
People who vote are loyal. They don’t abandon America in times of hardship or adversity. They don’t turn their noses up at the system just because it isn’t perfect. 

People who vote comprehend the value of democracy, a government run by the people. Voters care deeply, not just about exercising their right to vote, but about what that vote means. They know that if they do not step forward and cast a vote, it is the same as giving democracy a thumbs down. 
Bottom line: If you care, then you vote. 
